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ARFES HATRIBIR & L ToRGER

Tonomura  Shigeru as a Japanese
Romanticist (a Member of Nationalistic
Writers during World War 1I)

Akio KITAGAWA

Tonomura Shigeru (1902-1961) has been appreciated as a Watakushi-shosetsu
(I-novel) writer. He has depicted the lives of merchants as a reflection of his ex-
periences of family life, his two marriages and as a Buddhist through his religious
writing.

Recently he has been reviewed as a modern writer who has tried to revisit
modernity through the multiple perspectives of Eros, Humanism and Buddhism.

The author of this paper has studied Tonomura as a nationalistic writer during
World War 11, a context that has hither to attracted little attention else where. This

paper argues that Tonomura’s post-war literature is rather pre-modernistic than
post-modernistic.



