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The present and future of community
Japanese language teaching:

Example of the “Johtoh Nihongo Class” in
Himeji City
Megumi YAMASAKI

In recent years the Agency for Cultural Affairs has been making concerted
efforts in providing Japanese language learning opportunities for foreign nationals
living in Japan. Such efforts are termed “regional Japanese language teaching”
and are offered by municipal bodies and volunteers at community spaces such as
civic centers. As one such volunteer and the coordinator of the volunteer student
language teachers of Himeji Dokkyo University, the author has been involved in
regional Japanese language teaching at Johtoh, Himeji since 1999.

Through examining the activities at the Johtoh Japanese class to date, this
paper overviews the state of local community Japanese language tecaching in
Himeji in general. The key challenges such community Japanesc language teach-
ing centers and others like it face are 1) lack of sustainable funds for running the

class, and 2) a shortage of volunteer teachers. In the case of Himeji, the city’s
International Office has been offering a focal point for Japanese language teaching
via administrative support and a place where information can be shared. This

paper explores the possibility of expanding such collaboration among the volunteer
groups and classes in the community on a national scale.



