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In Search of Evidence for the Link between
Meiji Vernacular Writing and Modern
Japanese —A Study of Onomatopoeia in
“Shokoshi” —

Naomi Cross

Wakamatsu Shizuko translated “Little Lord Fauntleroy” by Frances Hodgson
Barnett (1886) into vernacular Japanese and serialized it in “Jogaku-Zasshi” from
1890-1892, merely four years after the first publication of the original.
Considering the unique upbringing of Wakamatsu and her educational background,
Cross (2013) argued that her vernacular writing was strongly influenced by her
“second mother-tongue” English, and put forward the hypothesis that Wakamatsu's
vernacular writing was the origin of modern Japanese. As a part of the ongoing
process of gathering evidence to support this hypothesis, this paper focuses on the
use of onomatopoeia in the two translations of “Little Lord Fauntleroy™, one by
Wakamatsu Shizuko and the other by a modern translator Sakazaki Asako, pub-
lished in 1987, almost one hundred years apart from the original publication. This
paper reports that 1) Wakamatsu, unlike her contemporaries does not use ono-
matopoeia of Chinese origin, and this is indeed the case with Sakazaki, 2) there
is a strong positive correlation between the Wakamatsu version and the Sakazaki
version in terms of the total number and the number of different onomatopoceia
used, and 3) there is also a strong correlation between the typological distribution
of onomatopoeia. There are, however, some differences in the use of certain ono-
matopoeia, some in their meanings and others in terms of concurrence. This may
be explained as a developmental phenomenon over the one hundred year period
between the above publications. This paper concludes that there is a strong syn-
ergy between the two versions of translation in terms of the use of onomatopoceia
and this synergy in turn provides supporting evidence to the author's hypothesis
that Wakamatsu was a leading contributor to what has become modern day
Japanese.



