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Kanbé Kuroda and his Renga

Shizuko TOMITA

In the Harima region, Kanbé Kuroda attracted attention last year. He was the
protagonist of NHK drama. Kanbé supported Hideyoshi Toyotomi and founded
the Kuroda clan in Kyushu. He was famous for competence to conduct wars.
But otherwise little is known about Kanbé. Although Kanbé was always involved
in wars, He was interested in literature and art. It is well known that samurais
favored the tea seremony those days. However, few people know the samurais
who favored Renga.

Kanbé Kuroda was interested in both the tea seremony and Renga. Hc par-
ticipated in Renga party, patronized the Renga poet, and built a Renga school. In
this paper, I introduce the Rengas which Kanbé Kuroda created with his family
after building a castle in Fukuoka. Furthermore, I interpreted some part of them.
He determined the name “Fukuoka” and wished for peace of their new territory,
dedicating the Rengas to Dazaifu Tenmangu.



