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Continuity and Disjuncture in Translation
of “Little Lord Fauntleroy”:
A comparative study of three translation

over a 100 year period
Naomi Cross

The Meiji era was in so many ways dynamic. With the influx of western cul-
tures and ideas, be they concrete or abstract, the Japanese language had to accom-
modate the new and the different. Some ideas were translated into new Kanji
compound words, and some were transcribed phonetically as loanwords. Foreign
names of people and places had to be transcribed. This paper focuses on
loanwords used in the translation of “Little Lord Fauntleroy” (Frances Hodgson
Burnett) by Wakamatsu Shizuko. Wakamatsu Shizuko’s translation is analysed in
comparison with writings of her contemporaries and two modern translations by
Muraoka Hanako and Sakazaki Asako, some 70 and 100 years later respectively.
For this study, dictionaries of the Meiji period and present time, digital corpus of
women’s magazines covering the period from Meiji to Taisho, and the digitalised
texts of the three versions of translation in discussion were used. Through these
comparative examinations, linguistic characteristics of Wakamatsu Shizuko’s writ-
ing have been highlighted. This paper presents that, many loanwords including
proper nouns share more similarities than differences among the three translations
of “Little Lord Fauntleroy” over a one hundred year period. This is of particular
interest as Wakamatsu Shizuko’s choice of words in translation does not seem to
follow the convention of her time. Many of the loanwords used by Wakamatsu
Shizuko are found in the standard vocabulary lists of today proposed by various
bodies and scholars. Indirectly though, it may be, that these findings support the
underlying hypothesis claimed by Cross (2013) and Kurosu (2014) that

Wakamatsu Shizuko’s writing is the origin of modern Japanese.



