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A Comparative Study of Japanese Language
Examinations: As an entry requirement for Japanese

Universities
Megumi YAMASAKI

There are three main Japanese language examinations: EJU (Examination for
Japanese University Admission for International Students, JLPT (Japanese
Language Proficiency Test) and J.TEST (J.TEST Test of practical Japanese) that
are currently used to assess Japanese proficiency at university level. Many univer-
sities in Japan accept one of the latter three exam results as part of non-native
student entry selection onto various academic programmes. This study explores
what these examinations reveal about a non-native student’s Japanese competence
to study an academic subject at Japanese universities. By comparing, contrasting
and characterising these three examinations, valuable insights are sought into what
are the required skills and competences in Japanese by non-native speakers study-
ing at university level in Japan. Taking notes during the lectures, writing reports,
giving presentations in class and so on are the basic linguistic skills required not
only by the foreign students but by native students. This paper argues that what
is required from non-native speakers of Japanese at university level is not just an
isolated set of linguistic competences but also related cultural awareness and the
ability to develop linguistic knowledge relevant to their field of study.



