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A Comparative Study on Ewil,
Motherhood and Christianity in the
works of Takahashi Takako and Endo

Shusaku
Naomi CROSS

Heroines in Takahashi Takako’s carlier works are evil to the extent that they
are criminals. If they are not committing the crime of infanticide or grievous
bodily harm, they are fantasising about it. Takahashi Takako claims that heroines
of her works are indeed her other self. She argues that motherhood and
devilishness are two extreme characteristics that all women hold and conventional
society conditions women to “wear motherhood” and behave as good motherly be-
ings supressing their enchantress nature. The denial of motherhood and seecking
of true self in the other hidden self is the main motif. To be a singular self, in-
dependent of others, Takahashi Takako’s heroines reject reproduction.  They
loathe babies and children, or perhaps life itself. Mother figures in Takahashi
Takako’s world are helpless, miserable and unhappy. Her protagonists’, and
Takahashi Takako’s for certain, rejection of motherhood and reproduction are to
secure independency of self. Only through such independence, these women be-
lieve, their souls are saved. Endo Shusaku, who influenced Takahashi Takako
and was instrumental in her conversion to Catholicism sees Motherhood to be the
face of a Japanese variety of Christianity. To him, mother love represents
Christian faith.  Curiously, he ‘kills’ his mother in his semi-autobiographical
works and creates an all forgiving epitome of motherhood, which his real mother
was not. This paper compares and contrasts the way two authors see evil and

motherhood against the backdrop of Christianity.

=124



