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On the Transitive-Intransitive Alternation
of the Japanese -DASU

Fumihiro MORIKAWA

The Japanese subsidiary verb -DASU originates in the verb DASU, which
describes the action of moving an object toward the outside of some range. So,
when it is connected to another transitive verb, it works as if it is a particle, add-
ing the meaning “outside” to the verb. Its intransitive counterpart is -DERU,
which is derived from the verb DERU, and add the meaning “outside” to the
main intransitive verb. However, some intransitive verbs can be connected to both
-DERU and -DASU, and there seems to be little substantial difference between
the meanings of the results.

This paper argues that the intransitive usage of -DASU was derived from its
transitive usage by construing the actor and the mover as the same participant. As
a result, the meaning of the intransitive subsidiary verb (i) focuses on the
resultative state of the movement and (ii) implies the existence of some friction
or difficulty of getting out, which explain the difference of acceptability and nu-
ances of many sentences. It also points out that there are some metaphoric idi-
oms, which, for some reasons, are not compatible with -DERU. I hope this paper
helps to figure out the mysterious behaviors of -DASU and -DERU.



