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The Meaning and the Function of
Abbreviated Forms in Discourse: in the

Cases of ‘reshimau’
Megumi YAMASAKI

In discourse, abbreviated forms such as ‘kaiteru’ from ‘kaiteiru’® and
‘tabechau’ from ‘tabeteshimaw’ are used. These abbreviated forms are compul-
sory grammar items that are learned by intermediate to advanced level learners of
Japanese.

This paper examines the meaning and the function of ‘feshiman’ and its ab-
breviated forms ‘chau/jau’ at the sentence final position. The basis of this study
are 134 examples of ‘teshimaw’ and 2,545 examples of abbreviated forms, totaling
2,679 examples collected from three different discourse data sets.

It is generally considered that ‘feshimaw’ has two meanings or types of
usage; perfective and the expression of regrets for unexpected  situations.
However, in the discourse data, abbreviated forms do not indicate the speaker’s
regret very often but rather, positive assessment of the situation are more com-
mon. In such cases, the abbreviated forms express that the outcome is unex-
pected. Also, even when the action or conduct of the speaker is intentional, the
abbreviated forms imply that it was inevitable or unavoidable.

It is noted that the abbreviated form ‘chau’ is often combined with “naru/
nakunaru’ forming ‘nacchau/nakunacchaw’ to indicate changes. It is also noted
that the abbreviated forms of ‘omou/iv’ forming ‘omocchau/icchau’ often accom-
pany ‘foka.” This paper concludes that the abbreviated forms that are frequently
used at the sentence final position are, on one the hand, losing their original
meaning of ‘teshimau’ but on the other, by adding a humorous tone, the discourse

is softened and therefore decrease the tension.



