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A Preliminary Study for the Development
of Japanese Language Teaching Materials
for the Community of Non-Japanese
Speaking People in Himeji

Naomi CROSS
Megumi YAMASAKI

The number of foreign nationals living in Himeji and visitors to the city
from abroad is on the increase. The most prominent nationality of this interna-
tional community is Vietnamese.

For those foreign nationals living in Japan, the ability to communicate with
others in Japanese is essential. Vietnamese tend to find Japanese Kanji and pro-
nunciation a challenge. Formerly Vietnamese language was, like Japanese, under
the great influence of Chinese, and its writing system was based on Chinese char-
acters. However, Modern Vietnamese uses Latin characters in its writing system
and the younger generation tend not to recognise Kanji characters in Japanese,
which have the same Chinese origin.

This study proposes the construction of a Sino-Japanese-Vietnamese database
focusing on the sound of each Kanji by comparative analysis. The goal of this
study is to develop a smartphone application that would recognise and transcribe
the sound of Japanese Kanji compound words uttered by Vietnamese speakers of
Japanese, while linking the pronunciation with that of implicit Chinese characters

in modern Vietnamese.
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