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“Easy Japanese” Revisited

Megumi YAMASAKI

In April 2019 the Japanese government, as a part of its plan to increase the number
of foreign workers, introduced a new working visa: Specified Skilled Worker.
Subsequently, in June, a bill was passed stipulating that, for the first time, it would be
the responsibility of the central and municipal governments for providing Japanese-
language education for foreign residents. To meet the demand of accepting an
increasing number of foreign workers and facilitating a multicultural co-existence, the
new comprehensive policy incorporates multilingual support and “Easy Japanese” as a

communication tool.

The author took up the theme of “Easy Japanese” with her first-year students for
two consecutive years. Having learned the history of “Easy Japanese”, students gained a

deeper appreciation of this communication tool.
This paper reports how students reacted, exchanged ideas and came to a collective

understanding of “Easy Japanese” in a university environment where Japanese and

foreign students study side by side.



