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Factor 1 (Error bars show 95% CI)
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Factor 1 (Error bars show 95% CI)
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Factor 1 (Error baras show 95% CI)
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An Analytical Report of Two-Year Long
Compulsory English Classes for Japanese
Remedial Learners

Kanako YAMAOKA

Abstract

This paper reports the results of two-year long compulsory English classes
for Japanese remedial learners. The students involved in this study were 71 non-
English major students. For investigation, students’ Eiken IBA scores, which
measure their reading and listening ability, were obtained at five different
occasions throughout two years. Data was used and analyzed by utilizing t-tests,
ANOVA and multiple/cross-comparison. 7-tests were utilized to investigate if the
improvements in their scores were statistically significant, and ANOVA and
multiple/cross-comparison were conducted to inspect how their scores improved or
declined. Analysis of r-tests which examined the total scores of the 1" and 5"
tests revealed that the improvements are statistically significant (p=.002) and the
effect size indicated its effect was in the middle level (»=.37). In short, two-year
long English compulsory classes were moderately effective and the improvements
were statistically significant. Then reading and listening scores were separately
investigated by r-test, and the results showed that while reading scores improved
greatly, listening did not (»r=.53, p=.000, r=.12, p=.325, respectively). This
points out that effects of two-year English classes were moderate because
students’ listening ability has not made as much progress as reading. In order to
investigate how each score changed throughout the two years, ANOVA and
multiple/cross-comparison were conducted. Consequently, the decline of listening
scores which was seen between the 2™ and 4" tests is the reason that listening
scores failed to improve. Further research is required to explore the reasons

behind this phenomenon to improve remedial English learners’ ability more.
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