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Japanese language teachers’ roles and
responsibilities revisited :
Japanese Teacher Training Past, Present

and Future Megumi YAMASAKI

In the 80s various governmental initiatives were introduced to realize the
“Accepting 100K Foreign Students™ plan, and this has inevitably made an impact
upon Japanese language teaching. Firstly, the need for training Japanese language
teachers as specialists was recognized. Having spent over twenty years training
aspiring Japanese language teachers, both at undergraduate and postgraduate levels
at this university, the author believes that Japanese language teaching is now at

a turning point.

This paper provides a brief history of Japanese language teaching since the
80s, and presents an overview of the changing roles and, moreover, the

recognition of Japanese language teachers as specialists.

The current government plan, “Accepting 300K Foreign Students™, is to be
achieved by 2020. In March 2018, the government appointed committee published
a report on how Japanese teachers should be trained. In this changing socio-
economic environment, Japanese language teaching is required to change. It is
therefore necessary to train new teachers who can respond to the new demands

made upon them.
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